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I. Gencral Scatcmcnt: 
A. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Character :  C l i f t o n  i s  a  f i n e l y  proport ioned 

example of Mid-Georgian p l a n t a t i o n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
B. Condit ion of t h e  f a b r i c :  The house i s  s t r u c t u r a l l y  sound, 

al though i t  is now i n  need of  maintainence and minor r e p a i r s .  

11. Descr ip t ion  of  t h e  E x t c r i o r :  
A .  Ovcr-a l l  dimensions: C l i f t o n  i s  a  seven-bay, two-story house 

wi th  a  one-bay, one-s tory  wing on t h e  west end. A s e r i e s  of shed add i t ions ,  
one probably inco rpora t ing  an e a r l y  porch, covers  t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n .  

B .  Foundations: Brick l a i d  i n  Engl i sh  bond. 
C.  Wall cons t ruc t ion :  The o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  house has  e a r l y  

beaded wcatherboarding, and t h e  remainder i s  covered w i t h  p l a i n  weather- 
boarding. 

D. Porches: On t h e  south  f r o n t  a  :hree-bay, one-s tory  gable  roof 
porch s h e l t e r s  t h e  f r o n t  door,  i s  supported by e longated  Tuscan columns, and 
has a  non-o r ig ina l  Chinese l a t t i c e  ba lus t r ade .  The shed porch on the  west 
wing i s  supported by s l e n d e r  Tuscan columns and has turned b a l u s t e r s .  
S imi l a r  columns and b a l u s t r a d e  a r e  on the  gable  roof porch on the  e a s t  wing. 

E. Chimneys: Two i n t e r i o r  chimney s t a c k s  wi th  co rbe led  caps 
r i s e  above t h e  roof r idge .  

F. Openings: 
1. Doorways and doors: Archi t rave  t r i m  surrounds s ix-panel  

doors.  The sou th  en t r ance  has louvered s h u t t e r s  f l ank ing  t h e  door. 
2 .  Windows: The window t r i m  c o n s i s t s  of  a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m ,  and 

l the  windows have pro t ruding  molded s i l l s  and louvered s h u t t e r s .  The lower 
wooden double-hung windows have nine-over-nine s a s h  and t h e  upper windows 
s ix-over-n ine  sash.  

G .  Roof: The low-pitched h i p  roof i s  covered by s l a t e  and has a  
mod i l l i on  co rn ice .  

111. Descr ip t ion  of  t h e  I n t e r i o r :  
A .  Floor  Plan:  C l i f t o n  o r i g i n a l l y  followed t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s i n g l e  

p i l e  plan.  A t  a  l a t e r  d a t e  t h e  l a r g e  r e a r  porch was enclosed t o  form a 
l o n g i t u d i n a l  s t a i r  h a l l .  There a r e  va r ious  o t h e r  add i t ions  t o  t h e  r e a r .  

B. Stairways:An e a r l y  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  three- run ,  open- s t r ing  
s t a i r  wi th  molded h a n d r a i l ,  r ec t angu la r  b a l u s t e r s ,  ornamental b racke t s  and 
paneled spandre l  ascends i n  t h e  no r th  west corner  of the  h a l l .  The o r i g i n a l  
s t a i r ,  removed when t h i s  h a l l  and s t a i r  were c r e a t e d ,  may have been loca ted  
i n  t h e  e a s t  room. 

C. Wall and c e i l i n g  f i n i s h :  The wa l l s  on t h e  lower f l o o r  and some 
o f  t h e  rooms on t h e  upper f l o o r  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a r t  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  have 
wooden panel ing c o n s i s t i n g  of  l a r g e  r e c t a n g u l a r  v e r t i c a l  r a i s e d  panels  above 
t h e  c h a i r  r a i l  and square  r a i s e d  panels  below i t .  Most of  t h e  remaining 
w a l l s  and t h e  c e i l i n g s  a r e  ~ l a s t e r e d  and papered o r  pa in t ed ,  a l though simple 
paneled wainscot ing i s  employed i n  some of t h e  upper rooms. 

D. Doorways and doors: Six-paneled wooden doors a r e  surrounded by 
a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m .  

E. Trim: I n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house a  molded co rn ice  and a molded cha i r  
employed. InI_ the_e_~p~eerrs , ta i r  h a l l  t h e  o r i a i n a l  e x t e r l o r  modi l l ion  
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I V .  S i t e :  
A .  General s e t t i n g  and o r i e n t a t i o n s :  C l i f t o n  i s  s e t  i n  t h e  midst  of 

a  broad expanse of  c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s ,  pas tu re l ands ,  and woodlands and faces  
south.  The house i s  approached by a  d i r t  road winding through t h e  woods and 
pas tu res  from t h e  south .  The family cemetery i s  n o r t h  of t h e  house. 

B. Outbui ld ings :  Various frame ou tbu i ld ings  covered wi th  white  
weatherboarding remain nea r  t h e  main house. These inc lude  d a i r y ,  o f f i c e s ,  and 
va r ious  ba rns ,  g r a n a r i e s ,  and s t a b l e s .  
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7. 
co rn ice  i s  v i s i b l e .  

F. Hardware: The o r i g i n a l  H-and-L hinges and i r o n  locks  a r e  r e t a i n e d  
i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a r t  of t h e  house. 

G .  Heating: Although f i r e p l a c e s  were o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  only source of 
hea t  a t  C l i f t o n ,  a  modern c e n t r a l  hea t ing  system has  r e c e n t l y  been i n s t a l l e d .  
The mantels  i n  the  lower rooms of the  o r i g i n a l  p a r t  of  t h e  house a r e  l a t e r  
a d d i t i o n s  of the  second q u a r t e r  of  the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  and copied from 
p l a t e s  49, 50 and 51  i n  the  1830 e d i t i o n  of Asher Benjamin's - The P r a c t i c a l  
House Carpenter .  These mantels  were probably i n s t a l l e d  by t h e  same ca rpen te r  
who placed i d e n t i c a l  mantels  i n  nearby Ampthill ,  a l s o  a  Harr i son  home. 
The u p s t a i r s  chimney p ieces  d a t e  from t h e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  and have she lves  
supported by a  molded co rn ice  and paneled f r i e z e s .  



l T A T E M E N T  O F  P l G N l F l C A E E  

C l i f t o n  was t h e  home of  C a r t e r  Henry Harr ison,  who a s  a  member of  
t h e  Cumberland Committee of Sa fe ty ,  wrote the  I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  Independenc 
presented  to  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Convention of  May, 1776. The Cumberland 
I n s t r u c t i o n s  were among t h e  f i r s t  such d e c l a r a t i o n s  t o  be publicly 
approved. C a r t e r  d i r e c t e d  t h e  Convention wi th  t h e s e  words: 
"We t h e r e f o r e  your c o n s t i t u e n t s  i n s t r u c t  you p o s i t i v e l y  t o  d e c l a r e  f o r  an 
independency; t h a t  you solemnly a d j u r e  any a l l e g i a n c e  t o  h i s  B r i t a n n i c  
Majesty,  and b i d  him a  good n i g h t  forever ."  The convention de lca red  f o r  
independence. 

C l i f t o n  su rv ives  a s  an ou t s t and ing  example of a  mid-eighteenth 
cen tu ry  p l a n t a t i o n  house, one of  the  few i n  t h e  Upper James reg ion .  The 
s t a t e l y  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  house 's  f i n e l y  proport ioned and well-preserved 
e x t e r i o r  i s  matched i n  q u a l i t y  by a  s u i t e  of f u l l y  paneled rooms on t h e  
i n t e r i o r .  

The C l i f t o n  t r a c t  was p a r t  of a  l a r g e  g r a n t  made t o  Thomas 
Randolph i n  1723. It l a t e r  was acquired by Robert "King" Car t e r  and 
wi l l ed  by him t o  h i s  grandson, Car t e r  Henry Harr ison,  f o r  whom t h e  p resen t  
house was b u i l t .  Harr i son  was t h e  son of  Ann Car t e r  of Corotoman and 
Bcnjamin Harr ison of Berkel2y. Car t e r  Henry Harr ison was a  b r o t h e r  of 
Benjnmin Harr i son ,  s i g n e r  of t h e  Declara t ion  of  Independence, and uncle  of 
William Henry Harr ison,  n i n t h  P res iden t  of  t h e  United S t a t e s .  
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A R E A S  OF SIGNI F I C A N C E  (chock Ono or ~ o r o  u s  ~ppp lopr la l~ ,  

Abor iginol Education a Polit ico1 0 Urban Planning 

Prehistoric Enginoorinp Religion/Phi.  I3 Othar ( s p s c l ~ y )  
G Historic Industry Iosophy Revolut ionary h i s t o r y  
0 Agriculture Invention n sci.,,. 

]U Architoctvrs Landscape Sculpture 
Art Archi,.cturc s ~ ~ ~ ~ I / H ~ ~ ~ ~ .  
Commerce Lltoroturs itori.n 

Communications Mi l i tary  Thsotar 

0 Conservotion Music n Tronspor~otion 

C l i f t o n  remained i n  t h e  Harr ison family u n t i l  a f t e r  the  War 
Betwcen t h e  S t a t e s  when Reverend Peyton Harr i son  s o l d  it t o  James Mi l l e r .  
I n  1881 t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  was s o l d  t o  E l i j a h  G. Anderson, and i t  remained 
i n  t h e  Anderson family f o r  many years .  The p rope r ty  r e c e n t l y  was acquired 
by the  Lefam Corporat ion of Miami Beach, F lo r ida .  
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A P r o f i l c  of 
P l a n t a t  ion, V i r g i n i a ,  1957. 
blnrgaret S c o t t  Harr ison,  "Slcctch of t h e  Fainily of C a r t e r  Henry Harrison 

p r i v a t e l y  p r in t cd .  

1915. 

(1736-1793) of ' C l i f t o n '  i n  Cumberland County, V i rg in i a , "  Hampton, Va., n.d., 

Robert A. Lancas ter ,  Jr . ,  H i s t o r i c  Vi rg in i a  Ho.\ics and Churches, ~ h i l a d e l ~ h i a ,  

Henry R. McIlwaine (ed.) ,  Proceedings of  t h e  Cumberland Committee of  Sa fe ty ,  
Richmond, 1919. 

t h e  e d i t i o n  of  the  
29,  1935. . . 
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I 48 - 178 0. 08 12 
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I NbME AND TITLE 

! i Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  
1 O R C I N l  L A T l O N  D A T E  

in  the National Regis ter  and cerlify that i t  has been 

evaluated nccordina to  t h e  c-iteria and p r o c e h r e s  s e t  

As the d e s i ~ n a t e d  State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w  

89.665). 1 hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

i forth by the National Perk Service. The recommended ollies 01 ~ r c h e o l o ~ y  and Hisloris Prsesrval ion 
level of significance of this nomination is: I 

I hereby cer t i fy  that th is  property is included in  the 

National Register.  

I National State [r Local I 
Nntnc 

Junius R. Fishburne,  D i rec to r  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commissio - 

Ti t l e  I 
Kcoper of Tho Netimol RcBisler I 






